
LEARNING ABOUT YOUR 
ANCESTORS & WHERE THEY 
CAME FROM CAN BE VERY 
REWARDING. IF YOU 
WANT TO UNCOVER 
YOUR FAMILY HISTORY, 
THERE ARE EASY WAYS 
TO GET STARTED 
TRACING YOUR 
ROOTS. 

Explore 
your family 
history

INVOLVE 
RELATIVES
Once you’ve maxed out 
your own knowledge, 
ask family to fill in the 
gaps. It’s also worthwhile 
to find out if any family 
members have attempted 
to trace the family 
genealogy before. Keep 
track of this information:
•	 First and last names

•	 Date and place of birth

•	 Location of family 
homes 

•	 Occupation, education, 
military service, etc.

START 
RECORDING
Begin by starting a 
written record, or 
using an online tool to 
fill in the parts of your 
family tree you know 
about. A few online 
tools include:
•	 Family Tree Builder 

(free)

•	 RootsMagic (costs)

•	 Ancestry (costs)

•	 MyHeritage (costs)

GO ONLINE
Dig into the various 
websites that collect 
and store geological 
information. Using what 
you know already about 
your family tree, you 
can learn a wealth of 
information by tapping 
into these resources:
•	 familysearch.org - 

This has one of the 
most comprehensive 
catalogs and is a good 
first step.

•	 ancestry.com

•	 archives.com
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